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HAKAYA is a bi-annual publication that captures the
landmark destinations & initiatives shaped in Sharjah.

Published in the United Arab Emirates.
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About the Sharjah Investment
and Development Authority
(Shurooq)

The Sharjah Investment and Development Authority
(Shurooq) is the driving force behind Sharjah’s
transformation into a leading destination for business,
tourism, and sustainable living. Established in 2009
under the vision of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan
bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, and led by Her Highness
Sheikha Bodour bint Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairperson
of Shurooq, the authority has spearheaded nearly
AED 8 billion in investments across over 50 strategic
projects covering more than 60 million square feet.
Through sustainable development, bold partnerships,
and innovation across real estate, hospitality, leisure,
and culture, Shurooq continues to strengthen Sharjah’s
position as a global hub for investment and tourism —
creating meaningful experiences that drive growth for the
economy, people, and planet.

www.shuroog.gov.ae
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The children’s areas reflect this approach. The circular
“Little Reader” library gives young visitors a welcoming
space scaled to their needs, with low shelves, colourful
seating, and access to more than 5,500 children’s books, plus
a large young adult section. Toddler zones encourage early
exploration through books and tactile play, while a spacious
workshop area hosts regular arts and crafts sessions,
allowing children to act immediately on ideas sparked from
the stories they read.

Programmes like “Little Tree”, now in its second edition and
developed with the Korean Dream Centre Institute, bring
cultural learning to the foreground, introducing toddlers to
Korean language, stories, and traditions. This strengthens
the House of Wisdom’s role as a place where families return
often, building shared experiences and a sense of belonging.

The curated “Little Store” extends the experience, offering
toys, books, and games selected for their educational and
creative value. With its blend of structured learning, open
play, cultural discovery, and calm communal spaces, the
House of Wisdom creates an environment where every
family can learn, connect, and grow together.
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FOOD & HOSPITALITY

Chie Restaurant
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HAKAYA

FOOD & HOSPITALITY

Located within the House of Wisdom, Chie Restaurant is
designed as a natural extension of the cultural landmark it
serves. It offers visitors a place to pause, refuel, and continue
conversations sparked by books, exhibitions, and shared
ideas. The atmosphere is relaxed yet purposeful, shaped by
warm interiors, open seating, and a steady flow of light that
encourages lingering rather than rushing. Whether stopping
by between events or settling in for a longer meal, Chie feels
both welcoming and quietly energising.
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HAKAYA

FOOD & HOSPITALITY

The menu reflects this balance. Developed by Chef Akmal
Anuar, it brings together familiar, comforting dishes with
contemporary touches, creating food that feels accessible
while still offering moments of surprise. Artisan pizzas,
avocado toast, and the popular Piri-Piri Chicken sit
comfortably alongside more substantial plates such as Pan-
Fried Salmon with orzo and Australian lamb chops finished
with chimichurri mint. Burgers, pastas, and shareable
starters round out the offering, ensuring the menu suits
everything from quick bites to unhurried meals.

Across the selection, flavours remain grounded and
recognisable, elevated through careful seasoning, well-
balanced sauces, and fresh finishing elements. The result
is food that feels thoughtful without being complicated,
appealing to a wide range of tastes and moods.
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OOD & HOSPITAL
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Beyond the menu, Chie plays an important role within the
House of Wisdom itself. It functions as a social anchor,
a place where visitors gather after talks, meet between
meetings, or simply enjoy a moment of calm with good
food and company. The café’s design and service encourage
connection, making it as much about the experience as the
meal.

Chie is not positioned as a destination apart from its
surroundings, but as an integral part of them, offering
comfort, flavour, and atmosphere that align naturally
with the spirit of learning and exchange that defines
the House of Wisdom.
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Farah Behbehani, Remembrance series, 2025 2025 ", 5i5" dludiw Wdlwr 29
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Threads of Memory,
Resistance, and Renewal
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Katya Traboulsi, Strength from the Perpetual 2025 Mdailwl wbgJl" 868 dbulin ( gublb Lils
Identities series, 2025 Lo JSJ o 20%80 yhaa uuLosg uel=ig @ily
REsin, brass, and embroidered fabric, 80 x 20 cm, each.

(Background) (dualsdl)
Cristiana de Marchi, Untitled, 2025 2025 Mylgic pon" «S)le &9 Ll )5
Hand embroidery on ¢anvas, dimensions variable, set of 10. &8 10 (10 d8Jda degamo bypsia dlsl «yiled Lle CEA Y



ART & DESIGN

HAKAYA

5
A

»

....h_-‘q:.: ..__. :
113. :

—

pecassaniell ot

.
M —
PR

1..
re

il S A

B M

S
¥
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Samar Hejazi, Transgressed Boundaries, 2020 2020 M3jgl=xid sga="" (Gjl= yaun
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PROJECTS

HAKAYA

Every detail at the retreat reflects a balance of heritage
and comfort. Shaded walkways, traditional courtyards, and
natural materials create an atmosphere of quiet retreat, while
contemporary amenities ensure a seamless stay.

Combining history and hospitality, Al Rayaheen Retreat
stands as both a window into the past and a place for
renewal — where Sharjah’s cultural roots meet the calm
rhythms of Khorfakkan’s historic landscape.
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Adventures in Time
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Heart of Sharjah
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COMMUNITY & CULTURE

Curated Collections
of Everyday Objects

Ashyaa is a concept store devoted to charming, beautiful,
and carefully curated objects that sit easily within everyday
life. Located in Souq Al Shanasiyah, in the Heart of Sharjah
district, the space brings together a calm, thoughtful selection
of items chosen for their material quality, function, and
understated beauty.
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Candles and diffusers introduce warmth through scent and
form, their vessels designed to be used and kept. Skincare
and cosmetic ranges reflect a similar sensibility, focusing
on simple rituals and products that feel gentle, purposeful,
and well made. The clothing selection carries the same
considered approach, featuring patterned, delicate, and
embroidered pieces chosen for their craftsmanship and
understated character.

The space is complemented by a thoughtful mix of interior
objects and details, including sculptural home pieces,
jewellery, books, and small design items, all selected for
their texture, form, and sense of permanence.

The overall atmosphere is minimalist and careful, giving
each object room to breathe and inviting visitors to pause
and notice texture, tone, and detail, encouraging a slower
way of looking and choosing.

Ashyaa does not aim to overwhelm or instruct. Instead,
it offers a measured edit of pieces that feel familiar and
comfortable, yet intentionally curated. It is a space where
everyday objects are elevated through care and simplicity.
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Yousif Al Mutawa
Chief Real Estate Officer
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A Coastal
Neighbourhood
Shaped by Nature

Set against the Gulf of Oman and framed by the Hajar
Mountains, Ajwan Khorfakkan is a picturesque coastal
destination that brings together home, leisure, and
community. Its name comes from the Arabic word "Jawn',
meaning small bay, which is a fitting reflection of the setting’s
natural charm.

"Ajwan Khorfakkan stands out due to its stunning natural
setting on Sharjah’s East Coast,” says Yousif Al Mutawa,
Chief Real Estate Officer. "As the only development of its
kind in this part of the emirate, Ajwan enjoys a truly unique
position; nestled between the Gulf of Oman, a vibrant port,
and mountain landscapes."

Ajwan’s location places residents within easy reach of the
Khorfakkan amphitheatre, waterfall, and the Al Rabi hiking
trail, weaving culture, leisure, and nature into everyday life.
The masterplan spans 65,269 sqm and features six residential
buildings with 185 apartments, ranging from two-to-four-
bedroom layouts as well as spacious duplexes.
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"The development is more than just a residential project,”
Al Mutawa explains. "It’s a lifestyle destination offering its
residents resort-style amenities." These include swimming
pools, a private marina, landscaped gardens, direct beach
access, and a seafront boardwalk, along with integrated
retail and dining outlets.

Community is central to Ajwan’s vision. "Every aspect
of Ajwan’s design, from walkability and open spaces for
community, encourages social interaction, wellness, and
relaxation,” says Al Mutawa. "Whether as a permanent
residence or a weekend retreat, Ajwan seamlessly merges
lifestyle and luxury into one coastal living experience."
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A Haven of Stillness
at Al Faya Retreat

Tucked away at the foothills of Mleiha’s dunes, Al Faya
Retreat offers a tranquil haven embraced by nature. Once a
1960s clinic, grocery store and petrol station, the site has been
reimagined as a five-room boutique retreat that balances
modern design with the timeless stillness of the desert.
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Designed for those looking to pause and take time out from
the pace of everyday life, Al Faya Retreat invites guests to
slow down and reconnect with the rhythms of the natural
world. The architecture relies on natural materials and
clean lines to create a sense of calm. Earthy textures and
a low rise design allow the building to blend seamlessly
with the landscape and offer wide views of red sand and
mountain ridges of Mleiha.

Inside, the retreat features five private rooms, each with
a roof terrace that looks out onto the open desert, as well as
a saltwater pool and wellness spa with a Himalayan salt
room and herbal sauna. A mini library, bonfire area,
and private outdoor dining space encourage reflection
and connection.
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Dining is led by Mavia Restaurant, where the delicious
menu draws inspiration from local ingredients but with
a contemporary twist. Guests can also explore through
guided heritage tours, desert treks, and stargazing
experiences that reveal Mleiha’s layers of history and

natural wonder.

Designed with the busy city dweller in mind, Al Faya
Retreat offers space to unwind, reset, and rediscover a slower,
more mindful way of being.
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A Celebration
of Sound and Setting

Al Noor Island, one of Sharjah’s most scenic and culturally
rich destinations, plays host to the annual Jazz at the Island
festival, a celebration of music, creativity, and community.
Set at the island’s By the Bay venue, the event transforms
the open-air setting into a vibrant stage framed by lagoon
views and illuminated gardens, where sound and setting come
together in natural harmony.

Long recognised for its blend of art and nature, Al Noor
Island provides a setting shaped by reflection and creativity.
During the annual festival, this existing artistic energy
merges with the rhythm of jazz, creating an experience that
feels both relaxed and refined, inviting audiences to move
between performances, landscapes, and moments of pause.
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For its second edition, held on 13 and 14 December 2025,
the festival brought together an eclectic mix of international
and regional talent. The line-up featured the powerful
vocals of Mayssa Karaa, the flamenco-infused sound of
Las Migas, the soulful tones of Ana Carla, and the lively
Mediterranean rhythms of Ars Nova Napoli. Across two
evenings, these performances created an atmosphere that
was both intimate and energised, perfectly attuned to the
island’s natural setting.
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A Desert Escape
in Mleiha
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An escape 1n the desert
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Where We Meet gathers stories of the places that
connect us — to land, to heritage, and to one another.
Through design, culture, learning, and landscape, this issue
maps the meeting points that define Sharjah’s character.

Instagram: @Hakayamagazine



