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HAKAYA

Long known for its natural beauty and coral-rich waters,
Khorfakkan Beach has been a popular escape for residents and
domestic tourists for many years. Set along the eastern coast
of Sharjah and backed by the rugged Hajar Mountains, the
beach has grown from a local favourite into a fully developed
coastal destination with something for everyone.

Spanning 3.5 kilometres, the expanded beachfront builds on
this strong reputation with a range of amenities designed
to encourage both activity and rest. Fitness and outdoor
enthusiasts can enjoy a dedicated running and cycling track,
multi-use courts for football and volleyball and play at World
Padel Academy. Along the shore, water sports like kayaking,
parasailing, paddleboarding, and jet skiing offer adventurous
ways to engage with the sea, all while soaking in panoramic
views of the Gulf.
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The promenade hosts a vibrant mix of cafés and restaurants
catering to diverse tastes and occasions. Pentagon Café'
serves specialty coffee in a crisp, contemporary setting
while 'Retro7 Café' offers a cozy, nostalgic vibe. Mangrove
Café' entices guests with sweeping sea views and light bites.
Plus, the elevated 'Fen Café & Restaurant' at ‘Al Suhub Rest
House' combines panoramic mountain and coastal vistas
with a full menu. For seafood and fusion fare, 'Emirates Sea
Restaurant' sits right on the beach, serving Indian, Thai and
Middle Eastern dishes. 'Thai Gate' brings authentic Thai and
seafood dining to the waterfront while 'Rebou Lebanon' and
'Habib Beirut' add Lebanese flavours to the mix. Whether
you're after a quiet morning brew or a full dining experience,
Khorfakkan Beach offers a compelling gastronomic stretch
by the sea.

Shaded seating, children’s playgrounds, and landscaped
picnic areas round out the experience, making Khorfakkan
Beach an ideal day out for families, solo visitors, and
fitness enthusiasts.
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Nomad offers a new style of stay, shaped by principles
of sustainability and simplicity. A collection of custom-
designed Airstream trailers set within Kalba's mountain
terrain, invites guests to experience the landscape in a
slower, more intentional way. We spoke with Najla Abdalla
AlDah, Head of Design, about the thinking behind Nomad
and what lies ahead for the project.

Najla Abdalla AlDah,

Manager, Design

Sharjah Investment and
Development Authority (Shurooq)
and the Nomad Project.

What inspired the creation of Nomad, and how does
it reflect Shurooq’s broader vision for sustainable and
culturally grounded tourism?

Nomad was born from Shuroog’s commitment to
reimagining tourism through the lens of sustainability,
cultural authenticity, and responsible exploration. The
concept emerged from a desire to create experiences that
are both environmentally conscious and deeply connected
to the stories, traditions, and diverse terrains of Sharjah.
Nomad celebrates the values of slow travel and minimalist
living by offering mobile, low-impact accommodations
that can be repositioned across carefully selected natural
sites whether mountains, deserts, or coastlines without
disturbing their ecological or cultural integrity.
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How does the design of Nomad’s accommodations
respond to the mountain environment?

Nomad’s accommodations are custom trailers, chosen for
their structural durability and thermal resilience, qualities
essential for the UAE’s varying climates. The project
launches in the serene mountain landscape of Kalba,
offering a glamping-style gateway that balances seclusion
with comfort.

Design elements were guided by extensive site visits,
with outdoor areas featuring context-sensitive materials
inspired by the tonal variations of local rock and sand.
Natural textures like wood and bamboo were selected for
their durability and their ability to harmonise with the
mountainous terrain, adding warmth and visual cohesion.

Inside, each unit is minimally designed to create a sense
of calm and clarity, while outdoors, low-maintenance
furnishings invite guests to unwind in comfort. Trailers
are oriented for privacy and to capture panoramic views,
enhancing the feeling of retreat. Additional features such as
natural ventilation, thoughtful shading, and solar-powered
systems reinforce Nomad’s commitment to sustainability
and off-grid living.

The name Nomad, or JL%, (Rahhal) in Arabic, carries
symbolic weight. How does it connect with the guest
experience and regional culture?

The name Nomad reflects the Arabian Peninsula’s
nomadic legacy, where life moved in rhythm with nature
and geography. It honours that tradition while offering a
modern interpretation rooted in movement, simplicity,
and immersion in the landscape. It’s not just a name, but a
philosophy: respectful, adaptive travel that bridges cultural
memory with contemporary experience.
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Looking ahead, what does the future hold for Nomad?

Nomad offers guests fresh, immersive encounters with
Sharjah’s natural beauty. Future plans include deeper
collaborations with local artisans and cultural practitioners,
weaving their work into community spaces and creative
workshops. This ongoing evolution ensures that Nomad
remains not only a retreat, but a living, cultural dialogue
grounded in place.
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Material Language
Niche: Leukeather Goods
at 1971 - Design Space

The tactile qualities of Leucaena seed pods - organic and
familiar, yet strikingly new - form the basis of ‘leukeather’,
a durable, leather-like material developed by designer
Nuhayr Zein. Sourced from the seed pods of the White
Popinac tree, this material is central to Niche, an exhibition
running from May to September 2025 at 1971 — Design
Space, on The Flag Island in Sharjah.

“As a designer myself, 'm always on the lookout for
alternatives to conventional materials and ways to tell those
stories meaningfully,” says 1971 — Design Space’s curator
Noor Suhail, who envisioned the exhibition as a way to share
the story of how Zein’s material came about and to reveal
the layers of personal identity within it.
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At the core of the exhibition, the curator installed a room
within a room with a mirrored exterior to reflect the
viewer’s own image before stepping inside. The inner
walls, lined with wallpaper made from the leukeather
material, created a tactile richness and added a sense of
luxury to the entire experience. Inside, a sculptural chest of
drawers engraved with symbolic motifs symbolised Zein’s
Egyptian heritage and her Emirati upbringing - her sense of
dual identity.

“It is all about identity,” says Zein, who lives and works in
Al Ain. “We made the room mirrored on the outside so the
first thing the viewer sees is themselves. Inside, there’s this
curious cabinet that represents the outer impression of my
life. The drawers raise the question of what’s hidden inside,
as a metaphor for getting to know someone through their
life and choices.”
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Surrounding this centrepiece are a selection of Zein’s
handmade home goods and a short film documenting her
material process.

The exhibition reflects a shared commitment to
environmental responsibility between curator and designer.
That ethos resonates throughout the ongoing programme
for 1971 - Design Space, a sister space to Maraya Art Centre
and part of Sharjah’s wider network of cultural spaces.

“Ultimately I want to inspire other designers and show new
models for sustainable production,” says Suhail. “And of
course, to spotlight creatives like Nuhayr who are reshaping
the material language of design in the region.”
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A Culinary Retreat
in Al Faya Retreat

Located within the tranquil expanse of Al Faya Retreat,
Mavia Restaurant offers a refined culinary offering in one
of Sharjah’s most atmospheric landscapes. Designed to echo
the minimalism and natural textures of its surroundings, the
space features warm interiors, soft desert tones, and large
windows that frame uninterrupted views of the dunes and
shifting skies. It offers guests a calming, atmospheric setting
for slow, mindful dining that engages the senses.
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The menu draws inspiration from Emirati and regional
cuisines, elevated through contemporary presentation and
high-quality ingredients. Breakfast highlights include the Al
Faya Breakfast, a well-balanced nod to local flavours, and the
indulgent Turkish eggs. Lighter fare such as the Levant salad
and lentil salad offer bright, refreshing contrasts.

Main courses feature deeply satisfying options like the
slow-cooked lamb shank tagine, rich with spice and
tenderness, and the grilled shish tawook, served with a
modern edge. For dessert, the pavlova with berries delivers
a crisp, airy sweetness, while the burnt cheesecake offers
depth and richness. Drinks are crafted to complement the
desert ambience: the Mavia iced tea is subtly aromatic,
the sunrise paradise smoothie adds a fruity lift, and matcha
offers a focused, earthy finish.

Mavia welcomes guests into a dining experience flanked by
the desert and accompanied by an assortment of flavours that
promise to tantalise all the taste buds.
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Where Nature
Shapes Art

Across the bridge over Khalid Lagoon lies the calm beauty of
Al Noor Island, where art, nature, and imagination converge.
This immersive retreat invites visitors to explore, slow down,
and reconnect through art-centric experiences designed to
stir curiosity and personal reflection.

At its heart lies the 'Butterfly House', a golden-roofed structure
that filters sunlight into intricate patterns. Inside, a rainforest
habitat shelters over 500 butterflies from more than 20
species, including the vivid Blue Morpho and Pink Rose. Ideal
conditions sustain these delicate creatures and invite guests
into their vibrant ecosystem, rich with movement, colour, and
quiet wonder.
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Sculptures and art installations are placed throughout the
island awaiting discovery. 'OVO', by Mario Gagliardi, is an
egg-shaped wooden pavilion that interacts with water and
light, giving visitors a different experience in daylight and at
night. Nearby, Chris Wood’s kinetic light sculpture 'Flutter'
mimics butterfly wings in motion, while Emirati designer
Azza Al Qubaisi’s 'The Swing' blends traditional craft with
modern design. Part art installation and part immersive
experience, it offers a meditative moment in motion that
connects body and space.
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Tucked along the water’s edge By The Bay offers a tranquil
dining experience framed by city views and botanical
calm. Designed as a quiet extension of the island’s
immersive atmosphere, guests can linger over thoughtfully
prepared dishes in a setting where the landscape and the
lagoon meet.

Al Noor Island is a blend of nature, art and a place to
wander with intention. In every detail, it reflects Sharjah’s
vision for spaces that inspire, restore, and celebrate the
creative spirit.
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Inspired by
Emirati Heritage

Nestled among the golden dunes of central Sharjah,
Al Badayer Retreat is a desert oasis that blends traditional
Emirati design with contemporary comfort and
sustainability. Located near one of the region’s largest
sand dunes, it serves as a base for exciting desert
adventures and serene cultural immersion.

The architecture draws on traditional Emirati design
features such as courtyards, arches, and mashrabiyas paired
with natural stone, gypsum, and locally sourced wood to suit
the desert environment while reflecting the region’s visual
heritage. This considered use of materials fosters a strong
sense of place, helping the retreat blend effortlessly into
its setting while promoting natural cooling and a culturally
grounded guest experience.
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Al Badayer Retreat comprises 21 Deluxe and Grand Deluxe
rooms alongside 25 tents, each with a private pool and
uninterrupted views of the dunes. At its core, the retreat
embraces an eco-conscious ethos. Water-saving systems
treat and reuse water across the site, while native planting
supports local ecosystems and limits irrigation. Energy-
efficient lighting and smart spatial planning help reduce the
environmental impact, all without sacrificing comfort.
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Guests can explore a wide array of experiences from camel
and horse riding to stargazing, dune drives, and paragliding.
Facilities include indoor and outdoor temperature-
controlled pools, Al Nadi Fitness Gym' and a kids club.
Dining is a celebration of regional flavours at Al Madam
Restaurant and Shalimar Lounge and for the more intimate
occasion - private poolside barbecues and romantic dinners
atop Al Bury Tower.

Al Badayer Retreat is a celebration of the UAE’s living

heritage and a model for sustainable luxury in the heart of
the desert where adventure and serenity combine.
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Chef Joseph Abboud

Brings Levantine Soul to
Al Madam Restaurant

Chef Joseph Abboud, originally from Melbourne’s acclaimed
Rumi restaurant, brings his Lebanese heritage and deep
connection to Levantine cuisine to the heart of the Sharjah
desert. As a culinary collaborator at Al Badayer Retreat, he
helped craft a menu rooted in the ethos of Arabic hospitality,
featuring shared plates, bold flavours, and deeply satisfying
dishes with a modern touch.
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“The first time I made tabbouleh was unforgettable,” he
recalls. “It was like I instinctively knew what it should
taste like.” That memory echoes through his menu, which
reinterprets regional classics with both reverence and
a fresh sensibility. His broccoli tabbouleh, for instance,
replaces bulgur with finely chopped broccoli for a gluten-
free twist that delivers crunch and familiarity in one bite.
Dishes like Sigara Boregi, Chebab short stacks, and Dangoo
poached eggs round out a breakfast menu rooted in comfort
and generosity.
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On the main menu, guests can try Chef Joseph’s hybrid
creation that brings together two iconic dishes: the
Lebanese Dawood Basha, traditionally a tomato-braised
meatball dish with pine nuts, and Koofteh Tabrizi, a large,
herb-laced Iranian meatball often stuffed with surprises.
His version merges the bold seasoning of Dawood Basha
with the generous form of the Tabrizi style, resulting in a
giant meatball packed with pine nuts and rich flavour. Other
standouts include lamb shank, chicken machboos, and
desserts like Turka Mi Su and Chami and Rahesh.

Surrounded by desert stillness and garden views, guests
at Al Madam restaurant are invited to slow down, share
generously, and enjoy food shaped by culture and character.
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Mleiha’s Legacy In Print
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Bringing Mleiha’s
archaeological past
to life

'‘Mleiha: Ancient Treasures of the UAE' is a landmark
publication by luxury publisher Assouline, created in
collaboration with Shurooq. This visually stunning volume
brings to life the archaeological significance of Mleiha, a
region that has become a beacon for heritage preservation
and historical discovery in the UAE. With its signature
attention to design and storytelling, Assouline presents
a compelling blend of scholarship and visual artistry that
celebrates the ancient soul of the Arabian Peninsula.

Mleiha’s desert landscape is home to a wealth of
archaeological treasures that trace a remarkable record of
human civilization including Bronze Age tombs, pre-Islamic
forts, Iron Age settlements, and Paleolithic tools charting
over 210,000 years of history.
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These pages feature detailed imagery of iconic finds such as
ancient pottery, jewelry, weapons, and intricate grave sites,
that reveal the UAE’s development from early nomadic
societies to a flourishing hub of trade and innovation and
tell the fascinating story of Mleiha’s role as a cultural and
commercial center.

The 'Mleiha: Ancient Treasures of the UAE' book was
launched during the 43rd Sharjah International Book Fair
in November 2024, in the presence of Sheikha Bodour bint
Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairperson of Sharjah Investment and
Development Authority (Shurooq), with a special edition
signed by His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad
Al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah,
underscoring the emirate’s commitment to preserving and
celebrating the UAE’s cultural heritage.

The publication features detailed photography of rare
artifacts, intricate archaeological illustrations, and essays
by experts who have shaped the narrative of Mleiha’s
enduring legacy. 'Mleiha: Ancient Treasures of the UAE'
serves as an educational resource and a collector’s volume.
It serves as a bold statement of Sharjah’s commitment to
cultural preservation and academic excellence.
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Journey Through Time

Mleiha, a UNESCO-nominated World Heritage Site nestled
in the Central Region of Sharjah, lies south of Al Dhaid near
the Faya Mountains around 65 km southeast of Sharjah
city. It is no ordinary desert. It is an ancient tapestry of
history and mystery where Bronze Age tombs and pre-
Islamic forts rise from sands that have witnessed millennia.
Here, the landscape beckons explorers to discover the
narrative between its strata. The stories embedded in this
terrain stretch back over 210,000 years, offering a profound
connection to humanity's distant past.
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From the awe-inspiring Fossil Rock, its layers revealing
marine fossils from an era when seas covered the land, to
the sculptural wonder of Camel Rock standing solitary like
a guardian of the dunes, Mleiha’s geological marvels pulse
with prehistoric energy. The sheer scale of these natural
monuments dwarfs modern concerns and invites deep
reflection.

The Mleiha Archaeological Centre serves as a gateway to this
timeless realm. Through immersive exhibits and expertly
guided tours, visitors can explore the region’s deep history
and its role as a vibrant hub of trade and culture.
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For the adventurous, the desert trails open wide for
exploring, hiking and exhilarating dune drives. As day turns
to night, the sky unfurls its celestial map. Stargazing here
is a quiet wonder, a reminder that time is both vast and
immediate.

Mleiha National Park is more than a destination; it's a
journey through time and nature, where every grain of sand
holds a story waiting to be discovered.
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Design Rooted
in Discovery

The Mleiha National Park merchandise collection brings
ancient history into everyday design, drawing inspiration
from the region’s archaeological depth and natural richness.
Eachitemin the collection, including tote bags, water bottles,
leather tags, and candles, reflects visual elements found in
artifacts uncovered from Mleiha’s storied landscape.

One standout motif comes from the bold markings of
a tetradrachm coin. These have been reimagined into
sharp, geometric forms that lend a contemporary edge to
traditional heritage. Another series is based on intricate
illustrations from ancient plaques and ceramics, forming
layered collages that mirror the complexity of Mleiha’s past.
These patterns are not simply decorative. Each one is rooted
in archaeological reference and serves as a link between past
and present.

In addition to pattern, the collection reflects the life and
rhythm of the desert. An illustrative print features local
wildlife surrounded by Ghaf trees, honouring the landscape’s
resilience and biodiversity. Playful sticker designs celebrate
experiences specific to Mleiha, including glamping, hiking,
and views of iconic formations such as Camel Rock.

Functional yet meaningful, each piece in the Mleiha
merchandise line is designed to be both a souvenir
and a story. It offers a way to carry the essence of the desert
into daily life, and the legacy of the ancient world into
the present.
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Mleiha Glamping
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From Here To There explores how places shape
experience across Shurooq’s diverse destinations. Spanning
landscapes, geographies, and cultures, this issue traces
the power of space from glamping retreats and nomadic
stays to thoughtful design, enduring crafts, and culinary
journeys. These stories reflect how the spaces we create
both ground us and open new ways of seeing, living,
and connecting.

Instagram: @Hakayamagazine



